WEEK 17

SHARE THE BIBLE LESSON

WEEK 17

DAY 1

God prepares Israel for deliverance
Exodus 1:1–2:25

God caused Israel to grow • Exodus 1:1–22

READ

ASK

Exodus 1:1–22

1. In the first verses of Exodus, how
did God show His faithfulness to
Abraham?
He caused Israel to grow into a large
nation.
2. Why were the Egyptians mean to the
Israelites?
They were afraid that they were
becoming stronger than Egypt.
3. Did the oppression stop Israel from
growing?
No. The more they were oppressed, the
more they grew.

EXPLAIN
The truth of Exodus 1:1–22
God is faithful to His people even through difficult
times. Years after Joseph was dead, Israel suffered
greatly in Egypt, but through it all, God was keeping
the promise He had made to Abraham. He was making
a great nation from Abraham’s descendants (Gen
12:2). While in Egypt, the Israelites grew from 70 men
to 600,000 men (Num 1:46). Five different words
for growth are used in one verse to emphasize how
dramatically God was fulfilling His promise (Exod 1:7).
One Pharaoh tried making them slaves, but that didn’t
slow down Israel’s growth. Another Pharaoh ordered
the Hebrew midwives to kill Hebrew baby boys, but
the midwives refused and Israel grew very mighty.
The Egyptians should have rejoiced at Israel’s growth
and been good to them, because God blesses those
who bless Abraham’s descendants (Gen 12:3). But by
oppressing the Israelites, the Egyptians brought a curse
upon themselves. God was against them, so that even
one of the most powerful dynasties proved powerless
to stop God from blessing His people.
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DISCUSS
1. Can any king or nation stop God from
doing what He plans (Dan 4:34–35)?
2. Has anything hard happened to you
recently? In what ways was God still
faithful to you through the hard time?

DAY 2

God prepared a deliverer for Israel • Exodus 2:1–22

READ

ASK

Exodus 2:1–22

1. Did Pharaoh kill all the baby boys?

EXPLAIN
The truth of Exodus 2:1–22

No. God was stronger and able to rescue
Moses.
2. How did God prepare Moses in Egypt?

God had a very special job for Moses to do, so God prepared
him for the job very carefully. First, God saved Moses’ life
as a baby, despite the Pharaoh’s best efforts to kill every

He gave him an elite Egyptian education in
Pharaoh’s own household.
3. Was Moses ready to lead after that?

Hebrew baby boy. Second, God gave Moses an elite Egyptian
education in the Pharaoh’s own household (Acts 7:22)! This
would be part of Moses’ preparation to lead a nation and to
write the first books of Scripture. Third, God humbled Moses.
Moses showed great faith in God by joining his people (Heb
11:24), but he was wrong to murder an Egyptian. He was
proud and impatient and needed to grow up in his faith in God.
He needed to learn to carry out God’s plan in God’s way (Prov
3:5–6). Moses fled from Pharaoh and settled in the land of
Midian (2:15). There, where he led sheep instead of a nation,
Moses learned to wait for God rather than rely on his own
impressive abilities. After about 40 years, he would finally be
humbled enough for the job God had for him to do. God was
carefully and patiently shaping him for a very important job.

DAY 3

No. Moses needed to be humbled and learn to
wait for God and trust Him.

DISCUSS
1. Has God given you any special talents,
abilities, or education? Do you use these for
Him or to pursue your own desires in this
world?
2. Have you ever done the wrong thing for the
right reason? Do you tend to rely on your
human abilities, or do you patiently seek
God’s way before acting?

God heard Israel’s cry for deliverance • Exodus 2:23–25

READ
Exodus 2:23–25

EXPLAIN
The truth of Exodus 2:23–25
Why did God wait so long to rescue Israel? God was
preparing to answer their call long before they ever
cried out to Him. He was preparing the Israelites
through oppression so that they would turn to God,
and He was preparing Moses by saving him, providing
him the best Egyptian education and maturing him in

exile (1 Pet 1:6–7; 4:1–2). God blesses through faith,
so even though He always stands ready to answer (Isa
65:24), He waits to deliver until His people pray (Jer
29:12–14; Jas 4:2). When His people do cry out, He
always answers (Ps 50:15). So when God remembered
His covenant, it was not as if He had ever forgotten it
(2:24–25). He was already fulfilling that covenant, but
He was waiting for their cry before finally delivering
them. Israel needed to know that it was God who
saved them, so that they would respond by being His
holy people (19:4–6).
DAY 3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WEEK 17

ASK

DISCUSS

1. What did the new king over Egypt do?
He made the Israelites work hard as slaves to try to

1. What do you do about your troubles? Worry? Try

stop them from increasing.
2. Why did God let Israel suffer so long before
rescuing them?

to control them and fix them? Pray about them?
2. List any needs your family has and pray about
them this week as a family.

God wanted them to learn that they needed God to
deliver them. God was waiting for them to pray to
Him for help.
3. What did the Israelites finally do?
They cried out to God for help, and He heard them.

DAY 4

Moses’ family lived by faith in Egypt • Hebrews 11:23–26

READ

ASK

Hebrews 11:23–26

1. How did Moses’ parents demonstrate their faith?
They hid Moses without fearing Pharaoh.
2. How did Moses demonstrate his faith?
He rejected the wealth of Egypt and chose to suffer
with God’s people instead.
3. Why did Moses choose suffering over power and
pleasure?
He looked forward to the coming of the Messiah,
whom he valued more than the riches of Egypt.

EXPLAIN
The truth of Hebrews 11:23–26
Moses and his family lived by faith. They lived on the
basis of God’s promises. Moses’ parents understood
that their child was divinely favored and, although it’s
unclear how much they understood about God’s plan
for Moses, they trusted God so much that they did
not fear the Pharaoh. When Moses was 40 years old,
he too showed great faith in God. Moses could have
enjoyed a life of greatness that few people ever enjoy.
He could have been a ruler of Egypt, enjoying power,
prestige, pleasure, and prosperity for his whole life.
But he gave up all of that and became nobody in the
wilderness. Why? Because he valued God’s promise of
a heavenly reward more than all the riches of Egypt.
His hope looked forward far beyond his own day. He
looked forward to the Messiah. So Moses suffered with
the Messiah’s people rather than indulge in the sins of
Egypt because he knew that God’s reward is always
greater than the world’s. Moses truly had amazing faith,
but isn’t that kind of attitude what it means to be a
believer?
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DISCUSS
1. What do you fear? Does your fear ever drive you
to sin (such as by lying to cover up something
wrong that you did)? What do you need in order
to overcome fear? (Faith in God.)
2. What do you value? What do you love? Do you
ever want something so much you are willing to
sin to get it? How does Moses show you a better
way to live?

DAY 5

The rejection of Moses parallels that of Christ • Acts 7:17–29

READ

ASK

Acts 7:17–29, 51–52

1. How did the Jews respond to Moses when
Moses tried to rescue them?
They rejected him.

EXPLAIN
The truth of Acts 7:17–29, 51–52
Why did Stephen retell the story of Moses? The Jews
already knew it! Stephen was using it to accuse them
of being just like their ancestors. God had raised up
Moses to save Israel from Egypt, but the Israelites
rejected Moses. They resented him and said he had
no right to act like their leader. That is the same thing
Israel did to Jesus. God sent Jesus to save Israel in
a much greater way. Jesus came to save Israel from
sin and from death forever. But just as Israel rejected
Moses, so they rejected Jesus. Stephen’s audience
thought they were better than their ancestors, but
they were worse. They rejected not just a Savior, but
the Savior, the only perfectly Righteous One. Yet
there is still hope for Israel. Just as Moses returned
and delivered Israel after 40 years in exile, so one day
Jesus will come back and save God’s people Israel
after a long delay away from this earth (Rom 11). Until
then, we live and are saved by faith in Jesus, even
though we cannot see Him now.

2. How did the Jews respond to Jesus when He
came to save them?
They rejected Him.
3. Which sin was greater?
Rejecting Jesus was much worse, because Jesus is
so much greater than Moses.
4. Is their hope for Israel?
Yes, but because they rejected Jesus the first time,
Israel’s salvation will only come after a lot of pain
and death.

DISCUSS
1. Have you accepted Jesus or rejected Him? After
this life, will you get a second chance (Heb 9:27)?
2. Moses was one of the greatest men ever, yet
even he was nothing compared to Jesus. Who
is your greatest hero? Do athletes, musicians, or
other stars capture your heart, or does Jesus?

NEXT WEEK
God raises up Moses to
lead Israel
Exodus 3:1–4:31

